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Our MISSION at FFCA is: 

“To provide a safe and caring  
 environment where academic  

excellence, character  
development, parental  
involvement and staff  

leadership are valued and  
fostered.” 

Our VISION at FFCA is: 

“Excellence in student  
achievement and character  

development through  
distinctive teaching and  

learning.” 

“ A   M A T T E R   O F   P R I N C I P A L ”  
 

 

IS YOUR CHILD 
GOING TO BE… 

 

 
ABSENT?  

(Sick, appointment, holiday, etc.) 
   

LATE?  
(Appointment / car trouble, etc.) 

 
 

Please notify the school office 
by:  Calling  the 24 hour  
Attendance Line  at: 
 

403-258-2728  
ext. 4221 or “0” 

 and leave the following  
information: 

 
 Student’s Full Name 
 Homeroom 
 Reason for Absence 

or Late 

Participating in the Curriculum Pilot for  
English Language Arts and Literature 

 
The FFCA Board of Directors Update, dated May 19, 2021, provided an overview of FFCA ’s limited      
participation in the Draft Curriculum Pilot. I would like to provide a brief update on our contribution to 
that work. Here at SEE, our teachers in grades 1 – 4 are participating in the pilot for English          
Language Arts and Literature.  From its inception, FFCA has believed passionately in the importance 
of early literacy skills and has always been a firm believer in the role of explicit instruction in phonics, 
reading, writing and spelling in developing those skills.  Over the last 25 years, our teachers have 
accumulated a lifetime of collective experience and wisdom about literacy instruction. Our            
commitment to strong foundational skills can be seen not only in the earliest days of kindergarten but 
in our top-ranking high school. We strive continually to provide the most effective instruction we can to 
support our students’ academic goals. 

Our experience and our commitment to effective reading instruction, as well as our desire to influence 
the finalizing of the curriculum in this area contributed to the decision to participate. Also, teachers 
were interested in getting a jump on the new curriculum before full implementation projected for    
September, 2022.  As you may be aware, FFCA values and fosters staff leadership in a highly      
collaborative environment.  For the staff at SEE, the opportunity to explore the draft English Language 
Arts curriculum together, as grade level teams, also contributed to their willingness to participate in 
the  piloting process. It really has become an embedded professional development opportunity for our 
teachers. 

Piloting a draft curriculum is a significant amount of additional work and responsibility for the staff.  
Not only are they engaged in providing for the learning needs of their students, but our teachers are       
also providing professional feedback on the curriculum itself monthly to Alberta Education. It is very      
interesting work but also time–consuming.  As always, we strive to make sound decisions that are  
anchored in the best of research and scientific evidence, our responsibility to respond to the         
contextual variables that impact our students and our desire to provide literacy experiences that are 
saturated with meaning while developing all the necessary skills required.  We have always sought to 
improve our teaching practices for the sake of our students.  In order to do that, we have undertaken 
this work with our minds open and our limbic systems calm —determined to learn as much as      
possible from participating in this process professionally. 

On page 3 of this newsletter, there is a summary page from Alberta Education that outlines the  
changes they want to highlight. Many of the skills that they have detailed in the pilot draft are skills 
that teachers at FFCA have always taught explicitly. The level of detail in the pilot draft is helpful in 
many instances but there are places where teachers feel content needs to be adjusted. That is to be 
expected.  

The real value in participating in the pilot is that it has provided our teachers with access to the            
research, and in many cases the researchers, whose work informed the new English Language Arts         
Curriculum.  It has allowed our teachers to re-consider how recent neuroscience on how the brain    
engages in  the act of reading might impact instruction.  The introduction of Literature explicitly has 
raised important questions about what qualifies as literature that should be included.  These are 
healthy robust conversations.  

I want to reiterate that our work with the curriculum is limited to the English Language Arts and     
Literature curriculum and that my comments here should not be taken out of context or applied to the    
document as a whole. 

While organized differently and including additional details, the pilot curriculum is still very similar in 
the overall progress it expects of students. It is more explicit about the subskills Alberta Education  
believes students require at each grade.  Language Arts, at SEE, I believe will feel very much the 
same for our students.  

The draft English Language Arts and Literature curriculum is available to all Albertans online at 
https://curriculum.learnalberta.ca/curriculum/en  There is also a link on the site for all         
Albertans to provide their feedback directly to Alberta Education.   



__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 2 

 

SEE PHOENIX MESSENGER NOVEMBER 2021 

2021-2022  Casual Days 
 

November 19—No Theme 
December 17—PJ Day 
January 21—No Theme 

February 25—Culture Day (Sharing Our Stories) 
March 18—No Theme 

April 22—Crazy Hair or Wacky Hair Day 

May 27—No Theme 
June 24—To Be Determined  

Veterans Association Food Bank  
 

From now until November 5, SEE will be collecting non-perishable donations, as 

well as  monetary donations for the Veterans Association Food Bank.  The 

 Veterans Association Food Bank offers support to those currently serving,  

honourably discharged or honourably released Commonwealth Allies,  

members of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, Peacekeepers,  Merchant Marines, or Ferry 

Command (Coast Guard). Support is also offered to spouses, widows, widowers, and any  

dependent children in need.   If you wish to make a monetary donation, you may do so 

online at https://veteransassociationfoodbank.ca/give-money. 

 

Other donations can be sent with students from October 28 – November 5. 

 

List of needed items: 

• cream corn • cranberries • pie filling • kraft dinner • hamburger helper • quick oats • pan-

cake mix • sardines & oysters • instant rice • mandarin oranges • canned veggies • crack-

ers • salad dressing • bbq sauce • apple sauce • salmon • coffee • condiments • canned 

fruit • soda crackers • cookies • honey  

shampoo • conditioner • body wash • bar soap • lotion • shaving cream • dish soap • hand 

sanitizer • cleaning supplies • paper towel • kleenex • toilet paper 

socks • hats • gloves • scarves • lip balm • gift cards • Tim Hortons gift cards • postage 

stamps • hot chocolate • hand warmers • chocolates • toiletries • ornaments 

https://veteransassociationfoodbank.ca/give-money
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Letter from the Board – October 2021 
 

October 2021 Update from the Board 
 
 

On October 16, FFCA’s Board of Directors participated in Superintendent and Board Evaluations, our 

annual opportunity to reflect on and review performance against several predetermined quality  

indicators.   This activity ensures ongoing alignment with Roles as defined in our Policies, helping us  

identify growth areas and prioritize goals for the year ahead.  

 

Please join us in congratulating Kurtis Leinweber on a very positive and successful review of his role as 

Acting Superintendent during the last six months. Thorough evaluations were conducted in ten key  

areas, including: 

 
 

In all areas, it was determined that Acting Superintendent Kurtis Leinweber exceeded expectations as 

per the quality indicators. To provide further insight and augment data used in the evaluation of  

leadership practices, an independent consultant conducted interviews with the eight principal educators 

reporting to Kurtis.  Results indicate that Kurtis is a deeply respected, student-oriented leader with  

excellent communication and community building skills. A trusted, approachable, and accessible role  

model and advisor, Kurtis is  knowledgeable in a variety of areas, including policy, procedure,  

programming, and human resources.   He is highly supportive, fostering accountability with clear, 

consistent expectations while entrusting and empowering delegates with reasonable latitude and  

autonomy.  It is also worth noting that Kurtis is described as empathetic, purposeful, decisive, and fair.  
 

On behalf of the FFCA community, the Board would like to thank Kurtis for taking on the role of Acting 

Superintendent while simultaneously fulfilling the responsibilities of Deputy Superintendent. We also 

recognize and appreciate the many ways that staff throughout our organization stepped up to support 

Kurtis and keep things running smoothly.  The willingness to take on additional responsibilities has not 

gone unnoticed – THANK YOU! 

 

This year’s board evaluations highlighted strengths in the following areas: 
 

 
 

 

 Student Learning 
 Student Well-Being 
 Fiscal Responsibility 
 Human Resources Management 
 Policy/Administrative Procedures 

 Superintendent/Charter Board Relations 
 Strategic Planning and Reporting 
 Organizational Management 
 Communications and Community Relations 
 Leadership Practices 

 Fiscal Accountability 
 Political Advocacy 
 Policy 

 Accountability to the Provincial Government 
 Accountability for Student Learning 
 Board & Superintendent Relations 
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Letter from the Board – October 2021 
 

October 2021 Update from the Board continued 
 
 

While Board members unanimously agree that all quality indicators have been met or exceeded in Community  

Assurance, we feel there is room for improvement in this area and remain committed to exploring new ways to 

communicate and engage with stakeholders. Board Development fell a bit short of  expectations this year, 

prompting conversation on how to address this going forward despite challenges introduced by pandemic  

restrictions, new and shifting priorities, and budget constraints. Goals for the year ahead include maintaining 

exceptional results in the areas we excel in, ongoing expansion and improvement to community assurance, and  

dedicating time in upcoming working sessions to brainstorm opportunities to enhance Board  Development. 
 

TAAPCS 

The Association of Alberta Public Charter Schools (TAAPCS) Conference & AGM was held October 21-22,  

bringing together teachers and school leaders from charter schools across the province to participate in  

engaging sessions and discussions. A long-time member of TAAPCS, FFCA is a proud advocate and active  

contributor toward a common goal to preserve innovation and choice in education in Alberta. Learn more at: 

http://www.taapcs.ca/ 
 

Parental Partnership & Staying Informed 

Are you looking for new ways to participate in your child’s education at FFCA? Attend our next public board 

meeting to connect and engage with school leaders, parents, staff, and stakeholders from all 8 FFCA  

campuses. Discover the latest in FFCA news, community initiatives, and events.  Each meeting features   

reports from Central Office staff, including our Superintendent. Committee Chairs and Liaisons provide brief 

updates on the recent activities of our Board Committees. Reports vary from meeting to meeting, covering  

current and relevant subjects, such as the construction of the FFCA North High School campus, changing  

COVID-19 protocols, or Board Elections. Commonly recurring reports include operational plans, budgets,  

policies, procedures, staffing, school fees, calendars, transportation, government and media relations.  Most 

meetings also feature an insightful, informative presentation given by the staff of one or more campuses. Recent 

presentation topics include ‘Steps to Truth and Reconciliation’ and ‘Teaching During COVID-19:  

Stories of Adaptability, Resilience, and Teamwork.’ Our next public board meeting will be held virtually on 

Wednesday, November 24, at 6:30 pm.  Keep an eye on your email inbox for the link to join! 
 

Board Elections 

Board elections are coming up, and nominations are now open! If you’re interested in serving the FFCA  

community in a leadership role, please join us on November 2 at 7:00 pm for a Meet & Greet / Candidate Info 

Session. Candidate registration closes on November 16 at 2:00 pm.  Please direct any inquiries to  

Director Naren Makwana at naren.makwana@ffca-calgary.com. 

http://www.taapcs.ca/
mailto:naren.makwana@ffca-calgary.com
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What’s  happening  at see  in november? 

 
                          November Break 

November 8th to 12th—No School 
 

November Veterans Food Bank Drive 
 October 27th to November 5th 

 
November 19th—Casual Day (No Theme) 
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ARE YOU MOVING?  
INTERNAL TRANSFER PROCESS 

 

If your family is moving to a home that is outside the boundary of your child's 
current campus, your child may remain at that campus but you will be  
responsible for transporting your child to and from school.   Bussing is not  
available outside the designated campus boundaries.  
 

If you require transportation, you will need to apply for an internal transfer to 
the campus designated for your new address. The deadline is March 1, 2021 to be considered for the 
2021/22 year.   You may apply on or after the firt day of school in the 21/22 year and applications 
should be in place by March 1, 2022, to have the best opportunity to transfer for the 2022/23 year.  
The transfer requests are done through the Online Waitlist system. Internal transfer requests will 
precede waitlist students (including priority status and siblings, but not including deferred priority).  
If the requested campus is unable to accommodate your student, there will still be a guaranteed seat 
at the current campus.   Please see the following link for the instructions to request a transfer through 
the Online Waitlist system.  
 

Please note: 
 transfers do not occur mid-year  
 transfers can only occur if a seat becomes available in the requested campus (possible   

wait of up to 6 years)  
 we may not be able to accommodate all children in the same family  
 
 

https://www.ffca-calgary.com/important_information/admission_information/internal_transfer_requests  
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NOVEMBER 8TH TO 12TH, 2021 
FALL BREAK—NO SCHOOL 

 

If you have travel plans during the upcoming break, please ensure you are aware 
of the COVID-19 quarantining requirements upon your return. 
 

Please see the link for international travel details: 
https://www.ffca-calgary.com/about_us/recent_news/returning_from_international_travel 
 

Summary of what’s in the link: 

 

COUNSELOR’S CORNER 
 
Hi SEE Families! 
 
I am discussing Social Thinking books with grades 1, 2, and 3 right now.  I read these books to the grade 4 students in previous 
years.  The Incredible Flexible You series is written by Michelle Garcia Winner and it is a great resource for our children.   
 
I have noticed that after almost two years of kids having limited social interactions with each other because of pandemic  
restrictions that we are doing a little bit of catch up this year.  Many of the skills that we learn in the social thinking books are 
instilled in our children at a very early age, but with the restrictions and limitations it has been more challenging for kids to just 
“play”. When children are learning to play they are learning to sort out problems, use proper social etiquette and be with people 
who are not in their families.  
 
It has been amazing to watch the children develop in this area during recess and while we are discussing the stories.  Like I said, 
we are playing a little bit of catch up, but we are catching up and it is so great to watch this growth in our students.   
 
Please feel free to reach out if you would like further information about these books, or any other social skills! 
 
All the best, 
 
Anna Hodgson 
Youth Development Counsellor  
Southeast Elementary  
403.258.2728 ext 4247 
Anna.hodgson@ffca-calgary.com 

https://www.ffca-calgary.com/about_us/recent_news/returning_from_international_travel
mailto:Anna.hodgson@ffca-calgary.com
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School Council News 
 

Hello Families! To help celebrate Halloween, parent council will be providing a unique opportunity at recess 

on Friday, October 29th. Each recess will consist of a quick outdoor Halloween Dance with inflatable 

decoration and all our favorite Halloween music. Students will be able to showcase their spooktacular dance 

moves while showing off their Halloween costumes. 

 

Upcoming Art Fundraiser –Throughout the month of November students will be working on a special art 

project where you will have the opportunity to turn your child's artwork into a memorable keepsake.  Photo  

Expressions will be helping us convert the masterpieces into canvases, greeting cards, blankets etc.  A generous 

30% of sales will be returned to the school! 

 

Once children have completed their art, a photo of your child's artwork and details on how to place an order 

online will be provided to you.  Orders will need to be placed no later than Nov 30th 2021 with an expected 

delivery date during the week of Dec 13, 2021. 

 

Tentative Return of Fun Lunches – School Council is excited to announce the safe, tentative return of fun 

lunches starting in December ... stay tuned for further communication re. upcoming fun lunches. 

 

Ongoing Fundraising Opportunities –Share with your close friends and family! 

 

In Lieu – In Lieu is now open on Family login, under “pay fees”. Contributions can me made in increments of 

$25. This option allows parents to support the school directly, with a one time donation, rather than  

participating in various fund raisers through out the year. This option also provides tax receipts for any  

donation of $25 and above.  

 

Skip the Depot –To utilize this service set up an account through www.skipthedepot.com and search for 

“FFCA SEE”. The organization will then come to your residence to pick up your recycling on a pre-arranged 

date.  This program includes beverages, electronics and clothing! The recycling refunds will then be donated to 

FFCA SEE Campus, making this an incredibly easy way to recycle and support the school!  

 

Mabels Labels – All students’ items should be labeled at school.  This will ensure uniform pieces in lost & 

found can be returned to the correct student.    If you are looking for labels, consider purchasing them through 

Mabel Labels as a percentage of all sales will be returned to the school. Just go to campaigns.mabelslabels.com 

and enter FFCA SEE Campus. 

 

 

The next council meeting is scheduled for November 15th at 7:00pm.  

Zoom link will be available via Edsby the week of, for those that wish to attend. 

http://www.skipthedepot.com
http://campaigns.mabelslabels.com


__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 9 

 

SEE PHOENIX MESSENGER NOVEMBER 2021 

Remembrance Day Ceremony 2021 
 

Remembrance Day Assembly  
 

The Remembrance Day Assembly is an important tradition for the SEE 
community. We typically invite veterans connected to our community  
along with parents to contribute to this solemn observance.  Due to the 
Covid restrictions we cannot hold an assembly this year with our  
students with invited guests or family members attending.    
 

Even though we cannot gather as we have in the past, we will be  
teaching about the importance of Remembrance Day as we always do.  
Instead of a whole school assembly, each classroom will participate in 
short acts of remembrance with their grade.  They will recite a poem or 
reading, participate in a moment of silence during the playing of the Last 

Post and each class will place a wreath that their class created together.  Only students and their teachers will 
take part in our observance this year.  We will be creating a slide show as a school and will be sharing  
highlights on Edsby.  
 

Students will wear GALA UNIFORM to school on Friday, November 5.  Students also have the option to wear 
their service uniforms from Brownies, Girl Guides, Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, etc., in observance of this day.   
Students will be provided with a poppy sticker to wear. We will not be taking donations for the Poppy Fund 
this year. However the Poppy Foundations does allow for online donations - https://legion.ca/donations . 
   
 

 Edsby Group – SEE Remembers   
  

One of the challenges we continue to face this year is how to create  
connections between members of our community. Since we cannot   
invite veterans to join us in an assembly, we have decided to invite our 
families to share the stories of their family members who have 
served Canada.  Last year was our first year sharing our stories of  
remembrance and we enjoyed it so much we would like to continue this new 
tradition. 

 

For the month of November, we would like to honour our veterans both past and present by creating a SEE 
Remembers page in Edsby. If you have a photo of a family member that you would like to share with the 
SEE community, please upload the image along with a short bio and or story to the SEE  
Remembers group found on the SEE Edsby page (where the river of notices is found)   
 

If possible, please include the following information with the image:  
Name of the student (s) they are related to and how (grandfather, uncle, mother)  
Rank  
Where they had serviced?  
For current members, where are they stationed?    
 

Mrs. Bradley will share an example of her family on SEE Remembers group to get us started. Once the page is 
active you will be automatically added to the group.   
 

Thank you for your continued support,   
 

SEE Campus  

https://legion.ca/donations
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Dress warm and enjoy the outdoors! 
 

 
Throughout the winter months, students will be outside for recess whenever 

possible. 
 

Please send children to school dressed appropriately for playing com-
fortably in the snow and cold for twenty-five minutes of outdoor re-
cess.  Children love the snow. They cannot resist playing with it, but in 
order to do so comfortably, they require waterproof mittens, a well-
insulated coat, boots and snow pants. 
 

On colder days, please ensure that your child brings a hat that covers 
the ears entirely, a scarf or  face-covering, WATERPROOF mittens or 

gloves, and boots to school. This will   also allow students waiting for a bus to stay 
warm.  All of these items should be clearly labeled with your child’s name - especially the 
boots.   
 

Once children have the proper clothing, they need to wear them. Please discuss with your 
child(ren) the importance of covering flesh - ears and hands in particular - and keeping 
them dry in the cold weather. Zip, tuck, tie . . .  We check diligently as we monitor outside, 
but it only takes a few moments of wet gloves or bare hands in the snow to make chil-
dren’s hands or ears uncomfortably cold.   We appreciate your support in helping children 
understand the importance of dressing to play safely and comfortably in the winter. 

 

We exercise sound judgement in the supervision of our students and care for their health 
and well-being.   Our adult supervisors are also outside and keep everyone informed of 
the elements.  We believe that  children need to get outside and move, and get some 
fresh air. Living in Alberta means staying active throughout the    winter months and most 
of the time we can get outside for at least a little while.  Let’s work together to keep our 
children warm, active and healthy. Thank you. 
 

                                                  *** REMINDER *** 
Please ensure all clothing is labelled with your child’s 
name. It is nearly impossible to return items with-
out names; especially during COVID. 


